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Final Resolution of the 19th Plenary of the ICMLPO

In the Middle of the World, in an atmosphere of internationalist comradeship and solidarity, the
members of the International Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organizations
(ICMLPO) met to share and discuss analysis and experiences. We arrived at resolutions that will
contribute to the fulfillment of the historical role of the Marxist-Leninists, the revolutionaries,
anti-imperialist and anti-fascist fighters, working class, oppressed peoples and youth.

On the International Situation

The Fundamental Contradictions of the Epoch Are Sharpening.

The international economic crisis that exists in some countries, particularly in Western Europe,
and the economic decline of others are the clearest demonstration that the fundamental
contradictions are sharpening: between capital and labor, between imperialism and the oppressed
peoples and nations, between the imperialist powers and monopolies. It is a cyclical crisis that is
developing on top of the worsening of the general crisis of capitalism that began a century ago.

The ideological and political struggle between the proletarian revolutionaries who are fighting
for socialism, and reaction, liberalism and opportunism who defend capitalism and imperialism
is also deepening.

The imperialist countries are heading the economic decline, in the first place the United States,
which has a zero industrial growth. In Japan there are further declines in the economy. Several
countries of the European Union are facing a recession that is striking particularly Greece, Spain,
Portugal, Italy and Ireland and is threatening France, Belgium and others.

The bourgeois economists themselves are saying that these countries will take many years to
return to pre-2008 levels and start the recovery process.

The economies called engines of growth of capitalism, China, India and Russia are in a process
of economic slowdown; this situation is accentuated in Brazil, which is declining steadily.

The dependent countries of Latin America, Africa and Asia are suffering the impact of the crisis
on a smaller scale, due to the high prices of raw materials, natural resources and agricultural
products; they are showing an uneven growth.

The monopoly groups, the imperialist countries, the local bourgeoisies and their governments are
shifting the burden of the crisis onto the working masses, the peoples and the youth.

In all countries of the world, we see the increased exploitation of the working class under the
pretext of increased competitiveness; in Europe there are massive layoffs of workers, reduced
wages through blackmail, etc., an increase in job precariousness and labor flexibility under
different names for the sake of maximum monopoly profit.
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The migrants around the world are victims of this policy, and moreover they face discrimination,
xenophobia and racism; they are placed as enemies of native-born workers who blame them for
rising unemployment; they are cheap labor used by the capitalists for their greater accumulation.

In the countryside the conditions of life and work are worsening as a result of the pricing policy,
of the free trade agreements that benefit the agribusiness monopolies. The agricultural businesses
are developing hand in hand with the growing monopolization of the land, of the agricultural
production and of the commercialization based on the super-exploitation of the workers in the
countryside and the imperialist dependency imposed on the majority of the countries.

The youth is affected by the restriction of public education, converting schools into producers of
cheap labor power in the service of capital; huge masses of young people, including univerity
graduates, are joining the millions of unemployed.

While the large financial and industrial monopolies are still being fed by public funds, the social
budgets, the money intended for public health, education, housing, social security, etc. are being
diminished and cut back drastically; the years needed for retirement have been increased and in
some countries the decision has been made to lower wages and increase the working day.

The crisis is of such a magnitude that imperialism and the governments are implementing
increasingly brutal, aggressive, exploitative and repressive policies against the working and
popular masses.

The Policies of Capital Are Becoming More Authoritarian and Repressive

Along with the economic crisis there is the political crisis of the bourgeoisie, expressed in the
discrediting of the institutions, of politics in general, of bourgeois democracy and the political
parties in particular.

One example of this reality is the high rate of abstention in elections in many countries, the loss
of confidence in the traditional political parties of the bourgeoisie, including the reformist and
social-democratic parties. In several countries this situation is leading to disappointment, to the
dissatisfaction of the masses, to the search for alternatives of change that are being covered by
bourgeois options using the terms left, "democratic socialism" and "21st century socialism." It
also makes way for new reactionary forces, in some cases fascists, fundamentalists and populists
that are demagogically presented as an alternative of change for the peoples.

Besides the loss of credibility of the national bourgeois institutions should be added the loss of
prestige of the international agencies of capitalism and globalization such as the IMF, WTO,
NATO, EU, UN, etc.

The masses have not advanced to the point where they can fully distinguish the parties that
represent their interests. This is mainly due to the influence of reactionary ideas, the ideological
offensive of imperialism and the bourgeoisie so that they lose interest in the struggle for power
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and take up non-partyism by which the ruling groups can continue to manipulate the masses and
the power. It is also due to the presence and activity of different forms of opportunism and
revisionism, and, of course, to the weakness and limitations of the revolutionary left.

Another manifestation of this trend is the involution of the so-called progressive governments,
particularly in Latin America, which have shown their ideological and political limitations and in
their capacity as administrators of the crisis they take measures that affect the people and
criminalize social protest. In some cases they use the name of the left, of the revolution and of
socialism to push forward their project of capitalist modernization.

In general, we are experiencing a process of growing authoritarianism, of the development of
state terrorism in the exercise of bourgeois power, the denial of national sovereignty and the right
to self-determination of the peoples, the restriction of civil and democratic liberties, the
criminalization of social and popular struggle and the gradual abolition of the rights and
freedoms of the people won through years of struggle.

The Struggle for a Redivision of the World Is Sharpening

The inability of imperialism to resolve its crisis, the huge sacrifices of the peoples, of the
working masses, forces it to seek other forms of solution. One of these is the preparation of new
imperialist wars, the significant increase in budgets for military spending, the occupation by
troops of the countries rich in natural resources and located in geostrategic areas such as
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Congo, Mali, etc. These are pushing forward new military aggressions.

This situation is particularly evident in Africa, a continent with vast natural and agricultural
resources that imperialism is using to refine the technology in order to try to get out of its crisis,
and in the Middle East for the control and exploitation of the energy resources.

In these regions of the world the contradictions and rivalries between the imperialist powers and
monopolies are evident. They show the tendency to a greater polarization between the United
States and the European Union on the one hand and China on the other; Russia is joining the
fight for its own interests, while the BRICS is projected as a new bloc for world domination.

In Syria a political and military conflict has been developing that involves the entire population,
it has led to a reactionary civil war that is the pretext for imperialist and Zionist intervention. The
weight of international public opinion, the particular interests of the various imperialist countries,
the denunciation by democratic sectors and even by several governments and individuals, among
others, has momentarily halted this intervention. The U.S. was only able to get France, Israel,
Saudi Arabia and Turkey to join in this war of aggression. We emphasize that in this conflict
British imperialism does not support the U.S. after several years of being its unconditional ally.

At the same time this showed a more active role for Russia on the diplomatic and military level,
which in fact turned it, together with the U.S., into the arbiters of the conflict in Syria, ignoring
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the peoples and workers who will have to subordinate themselves to the plans of the foreign
forces. The principle of self-determination of the peoples is once again being mocked and
trampled upon by the imperialist countries.

The economic crisis, the super-exploitation of the working masses, as well as the politics of
imperialist war and plunder is greatly increasing the forced and massive migration of millions of
human beings who leave their country fleeing war, violence and misery and are looking for a
better future. In this effort they are finding the borders closed, hundreds die in the crossing and,
if they succeed in reaching their destination they are the object of the most cruel oppression and
exploitation, they are abused and mistreated by the very imperialist powers who have caused the
ruin of their countries.

The events in Syria, other events in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, the expansion of the
Chinese economy are sharpening the inter-imperialist contradictions. China is gaining ground
with an aggressive export policy, with important investments in the dependent countries, by
holding U.S. Treasury bonds (it has become the largest creditor of the U.S.); moreover it is
working to enhance its military apparatus.

It is no accident that the United States has made a priority of the Asian region as a strategic area
in which it is concentrating its military force to maintain its position of supremacy.

The Response of the Workers, Peoples and Youth Is Growing Significantly

Imperialism and the bourgeoisie are placing the burden of the crisis onto the shoulders of the
workers, peoples and youths in all countries, both imperialist and dependent.

But these people are not remaining passive; they are developing their struggle and organization.
In this regard there stand out the continuing and important battles of the working class and youth
in Turkey, Brazil, Egypt, Tunisia, Portugal, China, Bangladesh, Colombia, Chile, Greece and
Spain, among others.

The anti-system actions of large sections of the youth and the middle strata in various regions are
joining the struggle of the workers, struggles that have gone beyond economic demands.

In recent months there have been gigantic waves of the masses who have accelerated and
protested against the establishment; although they do not have a revolutionary direction they
open the perspective of a new situation, they encourage the progressive and revolutionary forces.

In short, in all countries, the peoples are expressing their discontent, they are protesting and
looking for a way that leads to the solution of their serious problems.

An important struggle of the workers, peoples and youth against dictatorships and tyranny has
taken shape in North Africa and the Middle East; in Tunisia and Egypt the struggle of resistance
against imperialism and reaction is growing despite all the resources used to try to placate the
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struggles and divert them from their revolutionary path. Forms of this reactionary process are the
utilization of Islamic fundamentalists, as well as coups and direct military interventions.

The ICMLPO is part of the workers and peoples who are fighting for their rights, for their social
and national liberation. We are taking up our obligation to be where the battles are waged; we
support them so that they may head towards their final objective. In particular we support the
struggle waged by the people of Tunisia, by our fraternal party and the Popular Front to achieve
the objectives of the revolution and people's power.

The Tasks of rhe Communists in the Present Situation

In these stormy waters of the class struggle, it is up to us to develop policies and tasks that
respond to the following questions: What is the social force that is able to defeat imperialism, the
bourgeoisie and reaction? Who should lead the large and small waves of struggle? What kind of
society do the workers need to replace this dying system?

To provide an answer to these questions it is necessary to consolidate, develop and build the
Communist Party as the vanguard party of the working class, which is deeply and permanently
engaged in the crucible of the struggle of the masses, in all cases, whether organized or
spontaneous; we must work to unify these struggles and direct them towards the social
revolution.

We intend to strengthen the mobilization and organization of the exploited and oppressed masses
in all areas, using all forms of struggle and organization that correspond to the concrete
situations.

It is of fundamental importance to foster the unity of the working class and the peasantry, as well
as of all sectors oppressed by capitalism and other pre-capitalist forms of exploitation, under the
leadership of the working class and its Party. We emphasize the need to highlight the best efforts
to clarify the question of the popular front as well as push forward for the work of building it in
concrete conditions.

We must pay special attention to work with the youth, who burst out vigorously in the social and
political fight, to work to give them a revolutionary direction, and to work among the working
class women and women from the popular strata who constitute more than half of mankind, who
suffer the effects of layoffs, job insecurity, etc. and have a great revolutionary potential.

In the discussion on the work with working class women and women from the popular strata
there we emphasize the need to build a broad movement of democratic, anti-imperialist and
revolutionary women with its own objectives.

At this time our efforts are directed to organizing and strengthening popular fronts as a necessary
tool to link and mobilize the broad masses against the plans of imperialism and reaction. Fronts
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and coalitions that will form around a unified program that defends the interests of the working
class, the working masses and the peoples.

The lessons of Marxism-Leninism and the practice of our parties teach us that we must fight to
the end against all manifestations of sectarianism, of deviations from the right or left,
maintaining firmness of principles and flexibility in tactics.

To fulfill the tasks it is necessary to fight ideologically and politically against imperialism and
the bourgeoisie, as well as against the positions and practices of the collaborators and
conciliators, which affect the workers and people by revisionism, opportunism, reformism and
other forms that confuse and divert them from the goal of the social revolution as well as of the
popular democratic revolutions.

We must organize a major offensive on what the left, the social revolution, socialism and
communism mean. We must widely disseminate the proposals that we communists have in
different realities, confronting what capitalism and its representatives have done to the workers,
especially today, when they are trying to reverse a century of social and democratic gains.

In 2014 it will be 20 years since the ICMLPO launched its proclamation to the world, its
commitment to forge the unity of the international communist movement, to contribute
decisively to making Marxism-Leninism a material force of the workers and peoples to defeat
imperialism and capitalism and establish socialism and communism as a society of full freedom
and prosperity for the peoples.

The ICMLPO is fulfilling its role with determination, with important results that are still
insufficient. Today we reaffirm our revolutionary commitment to consolidating and broadening it
to ensure an internationalist, revolutionary leadership for the struggles of the working class, the
popular masses and the oppressed peoples of the world.

Ecuador, October 2013


