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The crisis of the capitalist system on the world level is getting still worse, and in Europe it is taking
the form of a recession. At the same time, the rejection of the austerity policy is stronger and more
massive than ever before; tens of millions of workers, men and women, are taking to the streets in
all the capitals of Europe.

The austerity policy imposed everywhere, instead of "solving the crisis," as the neoliberal and social
liberal governments would have us believe, is deepening it. This policy is increasing the recession
in the countries hardest hit by the crisis and is beginning to have consequences in which some have
taken advantage of the crisis of others, as is the case of German imperialism. This policy is
increasing the public debt and economic inequality, promoting unequal development as well as
competition among the countries of the European Union (EU).

It is a vicious circle that the workers and peoples must break if they do not wish to be sucked into a
spiral that will return them to conditions of the 19th century. The fiscal pact signed by Merkel and
Sarkozy has been accepted as is by almost all the EU governments. It is a pact that combines the
austerity policy and increases "competitiveness," which clearly means greater flexibility, easier
layoffs and brutal and massive falls in wages, which are presented as "costs": we say that labor is
not a "cost", it is capital that is increasingly intolerable for the workers and peoples. The leaders of
the major European imperialist powers, particularly Merkel and Hollande, are trying to impose a
"European government," a real General Staff of the financial oligarchy. In this way they are trying
to strengthen the economic and political power of the oligarchy and to transform the elected
institutions in the states ? specifically parliaments as well as regional and local institutions ? into
simple transmission belts for their policies.

Taking advantage of the crisis that hit Cyprus, the European leaders have opened a new stage of
trying to appraise the small savers and make them pay. It is a message, a threat to the peoples:
tomorrow your savings will be confiscated by capital.

All this makes clear their true goal: super-exploit the working class, eliminate the mechanisms of
social protection, weaken the fighting ability of the workers, transfer an ever greater share of the
wealth created to the oligarchy, to the holders of capital who live at the expense of the workers and
peoples. When poverty reaches unimaginable proportions, when hunger is a scourge that plagues
millions of men, women and children, the oligarchy displays its wealth and luxury and its insulting
lifestyle.

Austerity Goes Hand in Hand with Authoritarianism

Capital is carrying out its violent offensive with tremendous brutality and is trampling on
democratic rights. The austerity goes hand in hand with the authoritarianism of the Troika [1]
imposed on States and supervised governments, as in Greece, which are required to submit their
accounts regularly to committees of "experts" led by the Troika.

The workers and trade union movement is the main target of the attacks of capital. In several
countries social protest is criminalized and limits are imposed on the exercise of trade union rights.
The fighting sectors of the workers and the militants who are fighting against class collaboration are
excluded from the unions by the leaders who practice such collaboration.



At the same time the governments and employers are carrying out an intensive campaign to
discredit the unions. The government and employers are using the crisis, the large number of
unemployed, etc., to pressure workers so that they do not join the unions, although this is a
fundamental right enshrined in the constitution of all EU states. The migrant workers are
particularly suffering from these repressive policies; they are being harassed and attacked by fascist
and racist groups. They leave their countries fleeing war and poverty, for all of which the
imperialist powers are responsible, particularly in Africa, and they suffer super-exploitation and
racism.

In various countries the progressive, political and trade union movements are mobilizing and
fighting so that these immigrant men and women have the same rights as their class brothers and
sisters.

Also in many EU countries racist and fascist groups and parties are spreading their ideas which are
repeated by the large media in order to influence broad sections of the popular masses. To the
traditional discourse of the xenophobic and racist extreme right there is now added a dangerous
populist discourse that mixes "social" formulations with rabid nationalism. They use the discontent
of the masses and the rejection of the parties applying austerity policies, both those of the right and
the left.

The Crisis Is Sharpening the Contradictions between the Imperialist Powers and Imperialist
Blocs

The problem of control of energy resources, raw materials, strategic areas and markets is the main
cause of wars of aggression and military intervention by the imperialist powers. After Libya, its oil
and its riches, now it is Mali that is suffering the policy of war. French and British imperialism were
the most involved in the war in Libya, French imperialism is the one that launched the war in Mali,
but both have turned to their European and EU allies for help in these reactionary actions. At the
same time they are maintaining troops in Afghanistan, and other countries are in the crosshairs of
the imperialist powers, particularly Syria.

U.S. imperialism and its military arm, NATO, is pressing its European allies to take charge,
particularly the "European" component of NATO, and they are committed even more financially
and militarily. The fight within each country to leave NATO, as well as for its outright dissolution,
is completely relevant today.

The peoples of Europe have nothing to gain from the war-mongering policy that only serves the
interests of the oligarchy. The people are interested in increasing their ties of solidarity with those
who are suffering from plunder and domination by the European imperialist powers, particularly the
peoples of Africa, in order to fight united against the system of oppression and exploitation.

Our Camp Is That of the Workers and Peoples

The aspiration for united struggles against austerity, against the dictates of the Troika, is growing.
Currently, more than ever, the problem is put forward of making these struggles converge and
developing solidarity across borders.

In various countries the rejection of the austerity policy coincides with opposition to the Troika, the
euro and the EU. The supporters of this Europe of reaction and capital are worried by this rejection
and are trying to avoid it with the reactionary positions raised by the fascist and nationalist parties



and organizations, which do not question the capitalist system but divide the peoples and pit them
against each other.

The reformist forces are responding to these protests with a pathetic and deceptive call for a ?social
Europe? that in no way corresponds to reality.

We proclaim that the people have the right to decide to leave the euro and also the EU. We also
know that not all the European countries belong to the Euro zone.

Along with the progressive forces who defend this position, we state that this is a problem linked to
the issue of the defense of sovereignty; we support this fight as part of the struggle against the
austerity policy imposed by the EU.

We state that if a people decides and brings about its withdrawal from the Euro, we stand in
solidarity with the fight that will be waged against the offensive of the oligarchy, which will do
everything possible to make them pay for that decision.

In any case, we defend the slogan of refusing to pay the debt, whether in euros or in any other
currency.

The breadth of the workers and popular resistance, which must be developed, puts forward the
problem of the political solution that we must give to this increase in the class struggle. The
working class is in the vanguard of these battles and broad sections of the working masses of the
cities and countryside are joining it on the streets and in demonstrations. The problem of the unity
of the working class and the unity of all sections of the people are the basis for carrying out a policy
of the united front, which has already taken concrete forms in different countries.

Our parties and organizations are calling for developing this policy everywhere, with the
perspective of the revolutionary transformation of society and the development of international
solidarity.
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