The Day of Struggle of September 22
and the Way Forward

The day of general strike and mobilization on September 22 to stop the genocide of the Palestinian
people and break all relations with the terrorist state of Israel, against the complicity of the Italian
government, saw a wide participation of workers, youth and women from the popular strata.

In the hundred demonstrations that took place from north to south, at least 700 thousand people
took to the streets, including many young and very young people in their first experiences of
struggle.

Incisive actions were carried out such as the blockade of ports (Genoa, Livorno, Venice), railway
stations (Milan, Rome, Naples), public transport, motorway junctions (Turin-Milan, Florence-
Bologna) and roads (Pisa), schools and universities, despite and against the "security law". The
machinery of industry and war transport was slowed down; there were garrisons in front of
headquarters of Leonardo [an Italian “defense” company]. Photos of the criminal Netanyahu and his
accomplice Meloni were burned in several demonstrations. The response against the repressive
forces that tried to prevent mass protests with tear gas, water cannons and charges was vibrant.

On September 22, the slogan "Let's block everything!" was translated into a concrete event in many
cities, within one of the largest protests held in Europe since the beginning of the Zionist aggression
on Gaza.

The mobilization went beyond the capacity of the grassroots unions that had proclaimed the strike.
Thousands of political, social and student activists contributed from below to its success, which in
some cities was extended until the evening. In Livorno, the garrison of the port against arms
trafficking continues.

As communists (Marxist-Leninists) we cooperated in the realization of the day of struggle and were
present with our press and propaganda wherever possible.

In the squares, a strong feeling of solidarity was expressed towards the Palestinian people and in
defense of the Sumud Flotilla, the majority among the popular masses of our country who
indignantly reject the barbarity of the Zionist state.

But this was also the rejection of the war policy and economy imposed by NATO, the EU and the
big war monopolies, the cuts in social and health spending, the omnipotence of finance capital that
is destroying Gaza as well as the lives of millions of workers.

The losers of this day of struggle were: first, the reactionary and pro-Zionist government of Meloni,
which first threatened measures against the strike and now is trying to hide the unconcealable mass
participation; second, the fake opposition of the bourgeois and the leaders of the trade union
confederations, harshly criticized also by the numerous workers who participated in the strike.

What marked the general strike of September 22 is the broad popular sympathy for the Palestinian
cause and the resumption of mass mobilization in our country. With the awakening emerges the
need to closely link solidarity with the Palestinian people, the struggle for peace, to the demands of
the exploited workers for their vital and urgent needs: work, large wage increases, health-care,
rights and freedom of struggle.

This is of fundamental importance in order to encourage the participation of large sectors of the
proletariat, which must break the grip of the employers' offensive and the brake imposed by the
trade union bureaucracies. In factories and other workplaces, among those laid off, the redundant,
the precarious, discontent and anger are growing day by day and can quickly turn into open struggle
against the regime of exploitation and misery.



The struggle to be developed is not "moral” or "humanitarian”, but is of great political significance.
It is from the connection of the struggle of the proletariat organized in the capitalist metropolises
with the struggle for the liberation of the peoples and nations oppressed by imperialism that the
question of the revolutionary way out of the deep crisis of a system rotten from its foundations will
once again be placed on the agenda.

Of extreme relevance is the convergence in a popular front of an anti-imperialist, anti-fascist and
anti-Zionist character, in which the proletariat exercises hegemony, gathering around itself the
necessary class alliances.

A mass front, which knows how to make solidarity among peoples find an expression in the
withdrawal from the warmongering bloc of NATO, in the rejection of rearmament, the
demobilization of foreign military bases, the withdrawal of Italian troops abroad, that fights against
any involvement of Italy in the ongoing war in Ukraine, which under the pressure of the strife
between states and imperialist monopolies can throw the peoples into the abyss of a wider conflict.

To advance on this path it is necessary that the communists and the advanced workers unite in the
struggle for the independent party of the proletariat capable of giving revolutionary and
internationalist orientation to the workers' and people's movement. Without this party, the working
class and the broad masses would find themselves politically, ideologically and organizationally
disarmed in the face of the development of the contradictions of the epoch and the great battles that
await us.

In the meantime, events are pressing and it is necessary to prepare for new and more decisive
actions of mass struggle.

Everyone to Rome, for the national demonstration on October 4th! Forward in the fight to save
Gaza, for a free and independent Palestine, to oust the Meloni government!
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